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tt of water and debris raced down Polallie Creek and Hood River on 


OREGON DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 


104 STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, SALEM 97310 


Christmas Day, washing out almost seven miles of Highway 35, and causing 
an estimated $12.7 million in damage. State officials are waiting to see how 
much money they will receive in Federal Relief Funds to repair the destroyed 


area. 


Gas tax collections still down 
Nov. revenues close to forecast 


Revenue items for November 
1980 held closely to forecasts for 
that month. 

Actual gasoline tax collections 
were 14 percent below the budget. 
However, they were 0.7 percent 
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above the latest forecast, which 
was revised in early November to 
reflect the continued decline in 
consumption. 

Weight-mile taxes were 0.8 per- 
cent down from budget and 5.5 
percent down from the latest fore- 
cast. 

Motor vehicle registration and 
license fees for November were 
considerably above both budget by 
12.1 percent and latest forecast by 
25.6 percent. Registration and 
license fees were also above 
budget and latest forecast for Oc- 
tober 1980, with the largest differ- 
ences in passenger vehicle registra- 
tions and miscellaneous. 

Registrations for recreational 
vehicles in November remained 
higher than expected, but were 
substantially lower than October. 
Recreational vehicle fees are ex- 
pected to remain slightly below 
budget. 

Park user fees, although 32.3 
percent below budget, were only 
8.3 percent, or $4,000, below the 
latest forecast. November was the 
first “winter” month, with park us- 
er fees substantially below Octo- 
ber’s fees. Park user fees are ex- 
pected to remain low for the winter 
months, and increase toward 
spring as the weather improves. 


By Anna Browne Muzzall 


Abnormally heavy rainfall and 
snow runoff were the initial causes 
of a Christmas flood in Hood River 
County which destroyed 6.8 miles 
of state highway, caused an es- 
timated $12.7 million in damage, 
and claimed the life of a camper 
near the scene. 

State highway officials can only 
guess exactly what happened the 
evening of Dec. 25. It is presumed 
the heavy precipitation caused a 
mud slide that dammed up Polallie 
Creek. 

When the mud-dam collapsed, 
the force of the water behind it 
emptied the creekbed and the 
water rushed downstream, carying 
trees and boulders with it. 

The wall of water reached over 
40 feet in height. It cascaded across 
the East Fork of the already swollen 
Hood River, destroying the interse- 
ction of Cooper Spur Road and 
Mount Hood Highway (HWY35). 

The torrent of water and debris 
from Polallie Creek raced along the 
riverbed, destroying it and the 


highway, until it finaliy wore itself 


out almost seven miles down- 
stream at Parkdale. 

The flood’s wake left behind an 
area totally devastated and unre- 
cognizable--huge boulders and 
pieces of broken highway covered 
what had once been the riverbed. 

It also destroyed an important 
highway artery in the area for rec- 
reational traffic, especially during 
the ski and summer seasons. 

A few days after the flood, H. 
Scott Coulter, state highway en- 
gineer, and Fred Klaboe, director 
of ODOT, flew over the scene with 
Gov. Vic Atiyeh, who declared the 
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= Flood damages 7 miles 
= of Hood River Highway 


seven miles of Hood River County 
a disaster area. 

The state applied to the Federal 
Highway Administration for Emer- 
gency Relief Funds to cover the 
costs of rebuilding the highway 
and reshaping the riverbed. 

“Right now we have been told 
that yes, our situation does qualify 
for federal funding,” Larry Rulien, 
assistant to the state highway en- 
gineer said last month. “It’s just a 
question of when and how much 
money will be made available to 
us.“ 

continued on page 2 


Budget down 
for highway 


H. Scott Coulter, state highway 
engineer, described his agency’s 
revenue problems during Fiscal 
Year 1980 as ‘‘a financial roller- 
coaster.”’ 

In the Highway Division’s annual 
report soon to be released, Coulter 
said fuel conservation, more ener- 
gy-efficient vehicles, and the 
economic decline combined to re- 
duce highway revenue by $7.5 mill- 
ion below budget projections. To 
make matters worse, the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) 
reduced the availability of its funds 
in complying with former President 
Carter's anti-inflation effort. 

Coulter said the 1979 Legislature 
recognized the State Highway Sys- 
tem was deteriorating, so it pro- 
vided about $56 million for re- 
habilitation projects by funding the 

continued on page 2 
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1 bridge inspector, put the finishing touches on one of eight ice 
detectors recently installed on the Fremont Bridge in Portland. All the 
detectors are wired into two Remote Processing Units. They transmit 
information by microwave to an antenna on Mt. Scott, where it is 
relayed to a Central Processing Unit in the District Engineer’s office in 
Milwaukie. The discs act as mini-weather stations, keeping engineers 
up to date on wind direction, air speed, temperature and relative 
humidity, so they can better inform motorists of road conditions on the 
bridge. The units are expected to be turned on sometime this month. 
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Director’s Corner 


FRED KLABOE 


It seems like everything we hear 
lately is ‘‘doom and gloom.” | 
know I’ve been guilty of using a lot 
of it these last few months in my 
VIA articles. 

But, the fact is, there are a lot of 
things that aren’t bad--our state 
and our organization have a lot go- 
ing for them. 

The Parks Division instituted a 
volunteer Park Host program in 30 
parks. Over 9,000 hours of work 
was donated. They also instituted a 
program of contract maintenance 
with private individuals in 11 state 
parks. The results of this program 
showed significant cost reductions 
over traditional methods. 

Our Aeronautics Division started 
construction of a new airport at 
McDermitt with work being accom- 
plished using equipment, material, 


and labor donated by Malheur — 


County, Oregon; Humbolt Coun- 
ty, Nevada; the Nevada State High- 
way Department, and private com- 
panies and persons. 

The Public Transit Division in- 
itiated operation of the Willamette 
Valley Express, adding two new 
round trips daily to Amtrak service. 
They also assisted in the start up of 
new bus transit systems at Klamath 
Falls, Newport and Albany. 

The Motor Vehicles Division in- 
stalled automated testing devices 
in 19 field offices which has re- 
duced employee time to adminis- 
ter this part of driver’s examina- 
tions. They also installed a new 
telephone system in the headquar- 
ters’ office which has vastly im- 


proved service to the more than 
85,000 people who call each 
month. 

The Highway Division con- 
cluded an extensive pavement re- 
habilitation program made pos- 
sible mainly by the removal of the 
State Police from the Highway 
Fund. This reduced the portion of 
the state highway system with poor 
or very poor pavements from 58 
percent to 46 percent. They also 
recycled more asphalt surfaces 
than ever before and used a lot of 
cold mix asphalt, thereby saving 
energy and money normally used 
for hot mixes. 

| also want to thank those of you 
who contributed to United Way. 
Public Transit met 101 percent of 
their goal, Aeronautics 95 percent, 
and Highway 90 percent. The other 
divisions’ contributions were a bit 
lower, but, given the present 
economic conditions, we did well. 
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Revenue, tem per shortage 
to mark legislative session 


By George Bell 


The 1981 Legislature will be low 
on revenue and short on tempers. 

That, at least, was the consid- 
ered opinion of three veteran ob- 
servers when the ODOT legislative 
aides gathered in mid-January for a 
final signal check before the open- 
ing session. 

Vinita Howard (Motor Vehicles), 
Bob Hamilton (Highway), and | 
quickly agreed that we did not look 
forward to the next six months, and 
that we expected this to be the 
roughest session in recent 
memory. 

The real work ofva legislative ses- 
sion is to decide who gets how 
much of whatever revenue may be 
available at the time. 

That’s why seats on the Joint 
Ways and Means Committee, 
which reviews all ‘money’ bills, 
are so highly prized by legislators. 
And that’s why the news media al- 
most invariably describes the com- 


Report shows budget down. .. 


continued from page 1 
State Police and State Parks out of 
the General Fund rather than the 
Highway Fund. 

Coulter said inflation, coupled 
with increased fuel conservation, 
reduced the division’s ability to 
keep the highway system in yEood 
repair. 


In time, he said, with revenue 


remaining constant, or declining, 
the division will be unable to match 
the available federal construction 
funds. Since the state’s average 
participation is only about 10 per- 
cent in state funds, even a small 
loss of available dollars will result 
in a sizable reduction in the Feder- 
al-Aid Construction Program. 

In March 1980, the Transporta- 
tion Commission approved the 
1980-85 Six-Year Highway Improve- 
ment Program. In accordance with 
commission policies and recom- 
mendations from the 1979 Legisla- 
ture, the program is heavily weight- 
ed toward preservation of the non- 
Interstate system. 

To maintain the present condi- 


ODOT’s Bridge Design Section won two Awards of Excellence last 
month, for designs of the Denny Road Interchange Bridge in Beaver- 
ton, and the Deschutes River (Shearars) Bridge on ORE216. From the 
left, designers for the Denny Road Interchange are Terry Shike, John 
Tindall (design team supervisor), and John Johnson. Designers for the 
Deschutes River bridge are Ted Blachly, Ted Thompson (design team 
supervisor), and Tom Hernandez. The 1980 bridge design awards 
program was sponsored by Portland Cement Association. 
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tion of the highway system, ap- 
proximately 300 miles should be re- 
surfaced each year, but with 
present financial conditions, Coul- 
ter said, this target cannot be met. 
Expenditures for construction 
were considerably higher in ee 
than in previous years. 


mittee as ‘“‘powerful.’’ ¥ 

He who controls the purse | 
strings has control indeed. 

Deciding who gets how much 
isn’t a heavy problem when the 
economy is vigorous and growing, _ 
as it usually has been since the end 
of World War II. In fact, in the 1977 
session, one of the big issues was 
how to dispose of a sizable sur- 
plus in the General Fund. 

But when times are tough and 
there isn’t enough money to go 
around, the usual friendly competi- 


tion for funds can turn mean and 
deadly serious. And that, it seems 
to some of us, is exactly where we 
are right now. 

The prolonged recession has 
drastically lowered state income — 
tax revenues, forcing drastic 
budget reductions in last fall’s 
special session. 

Legislators are apprehensive 
now about commiting themselves 
on any money bills or budgets be- 
fore they can get a report on the tax 
returns after April 15. 

Until the big mail bags are 
gates to the Revenue Piet 

i reall 


Coulter said the latest ance ; kr 1 


_ forecasts for the next biennium, FY — 
- 1982 and 1983, indicate a further 


decline in state revenue of approxi- 
mately $8 million. If this decline 
occurs, it will mean further reduc- 
tions in the proposed budget. 


Hood River... 


continued from page 1 

Scott Coulter said the $12.7 mill- 
ion damage estimate is based on 
replacing the highway at its present 
location, despite the history of 
floods in the area. 

‘We will certainly look at the 
possibility of relocation,“ Coulter 
said, ‘‘but on the surface that is not 
a plausible solution.” 

He noted that some modifica- 
tions, such as raising the grade in 
certain areas, will be made to re- 
duce the risk of another flood 
knocking out parts of the highway. 
He said these modifications were 
included in the estimate. 

Coulter said if the division re- 
ceives federal relief money, he 
hopes to contract the job later this 
spring. Reconstruction of the 
damaged area will probably take a 
year or more. 


See page 5 for additional 
story and pictures. 


Write us! 


VIA is anxious to accept Letters 
to the Editor from employees on 
any topic related to the activities of 
ODOT. All letters must be under 
250 words, and signed with name 
and address. 

VIA reserves the right to edit let- 
ters as essary to fit available 


space. 
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One fenicltor nas even sugge 
ed that the start of a session b 
changed from January to April for — 
that very reason, and an Oregonian 
editorial said his idea makes a lot of 
sense. 

If the mail sacks are lighter than — 
usual, that could mean bad news ~ 
for the general-funded programs 
within ODOT: Parks, Public Transit — 
and Tourism. 

It’s still 10 weeks between now 
and April 15, and that’s too long to © 
hold your breath. But if you’re the 
worrying kind, don’t dedicate all 
your handwringing to fretting 
about the Highway Fund. ee 

The General Fund may turn out — 
to be in even worse trouble. 
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The following is part of a series 
describing the different sections 
and functions of ODOT. 


By Ken Bonnem_ | 

The Strategic Planning Section 
conducts research and develops 
demonstration projects on a wide 
range of transportation-related 
subjects. 

The eight-person staff keeps ab- 

¥ reast of issues in areas over which 
4 the Oregon Department of Trans- 
9 portation has little or no formal jur- 
isdiction or responsibility. 
i, These areas cover a variety of 
subjects, such as rail freight, 
pipelines, intercity buses, water- 
ways, and deregulation. 

The Strategic Planning Manager, 
Paul Norris, has been with ODOT 
since its inception in 1970. His staff 
members have a wide field of ex- 
pertise and experience, and a great 
deal of interaction is encouraged 
On specific research or develop- 
ment projects. 

The section assists ODOT divi- 
sions, as well as developing studies 
and projects on its own, in trans- 
portation areas such as rail, where 
no divisional responsibility exists. 


Transportation-related topics 


; For example, recent federal 
grants to the City of Prineville rail- 
road and Union Pacific railroad 
were administered by the section 
on behalf of the Department. 

The section is involved on behalf 
of the Department with other state 


coanesenael 


st ~ For. Reversi years, the Siratenic 
3 Planning Section has monitored 
_transportation-related components 


responsibilities for | 


| to 
region office, 
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Chuck Stevens 
Aviation Plan & Land Use 


Phil Isaacs 
Aviation Plan & 
Computer Analyst 


Roberta Young 
Coordinator 


of city and county comprehensive 
plans submitted to the Department 
of Land Conservation and Develop- 
ment. 


and a parks Deitiey 
coordinator assigned to each Parks 
Division region office. 

Among current projects being 


Snow plow crews keep 
busy during dry weather 


The Highway Division has some 
of it’s most skilled and dedicated 
workers assigned to snow removal 
crews. 

The work is tough, tiring and often 

_ dangerous. It requires special ty- 

____ pes of people who can push them- 

selves physically over long periods. 

The crews are generally selected 

__ from experienced truck drivers and 

equipment operators, workers 

who spend long summer hours in 

the hot sun on patching and paint 
striping crews. 


Special training to plow snow 


‘After selection, they undergo 
special training for snow opera- 
eons. With all this special instruc- 
tion and stationing at mountain 
summits, what happens when 
hs there is no snow to keep them 
busy? 

“Don’t worry,’ said Howard 
_ Johnson, District 4 engineer in Cor- 
‘ Vallis, “we have plenty for them to 


tS He is particularly proud of his 
extra gang, which he calls his ““gyp- 
sy crew,” and claims it has some of 
oy the finest, best-trained people in 
iW his bot eaeginde 


ey get a call to clear a slide 


1 one oO ac Coast highways, and 


the next day be up on one of the 
mountain highways clearing a path 
through the snow. 

He said usually the crew is a back- 
up for snow removal crews out of 
Sweet Home or Santiam Pass. The 
crew’s recent tasks included clear- 
ing a large drainage ditch at 
Brownsville, repairing a culvert at 
Tombstone, and work on some 
slides at the coast. 

While some crews have no snow 
to plow now, many are out sanding 
icy patches which appear on the 
highways, particularly during early 
morning hours before the sun has 
a chance to melt them. 

Other snow removal crews 
around the state are similarly occu- 
pied during the lull. Government 
Camp crew members, usually over 
their heads in snow this time of 
year, are busy installing traffic 
counter loops, maintaining guide- 
posts on Mt. Hood Highway, patrol- 
ing highways in the district, and 
repairing equipment. 

According to Johnson, snow re- 
moval crews are versatile and are 
given jobs of the highest priority. 
No matter what the assignment, 
they must always be attuned to the 
weather and ready to return to 
their basic task of plowing snow 
and keeping the highways open 
and safe for travel. 
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“New bi uses purchased by Salem, 


cae? Planning Section develops ideas 


Paul Norris 
Strategic Planning Manager 


> Joe Speight 
ro 4% Energy Planning & 


Coordination 


Herb Riley 
Intercity Terminal & 
Transportation Planning 


undertaken by the Strategic Plan- 
ning Section are an effort to in- 
crease ridership on Hamman Bus 
Lines, Salem-Silverton commuter 
run, the statewide rideshare and 
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vanpool program, and assistance to 
the Aeronautics Division on the 
Continuous Aviation System Plan 
update. 

Norris forsees a need to become 
more involved in helping smaller 
communities replace services 
dropped by carriers as a result of 
deregulation in the transportation 
industry. 

Energy situation 

An example is the abandonment 
of numerous unprofitable routes 
and stops in the wake of recent 
airline deregulation. Norris pre- 
dicts similar scenarios as trucking 
and intercity bus regulations are 
relaxed. 

Continuous monitoring of the 
energy situation has helped Ore- 
gon respond intelligently to an ev- 
er-changing pattern of supply and 
demand, said Norris. Much of the 
transportation-related energy plan- 
ning is done in the Strategic Plan- 
ning Section. 

Norris admits many of his sec- 
tion’s assignments are generated 
among the staff, who discuss 
trends and forecasts in the trans- 
portation field. He is careful to 
point out, though, that if demonst- 
ration projects prove successful, 
responsibility is transferred to the 
appropriate ODOT division, if pos- 
sible. 

The one certainty in the sec- 
tion’s responsibilities is change, 
and Norris’s small staff seems ea- 
ger to accept each new challenge 
as it comes along. 


Corvallis have handicap features 


New buses wil! go into service in 
both Salem and Corvallis this 
month. 

General Motors recently 
delivered nine 35-passenger RTS II 
buses to Salem’s Cherriots fleet. 
RTS Il buses are the newest bus 
design and include special features 
for the handicapped. 

General Motors also delivered 
three 40-passenger buses to Cor- 
vallis. These will replace two smal- 
ler buses which were run by the 
Dorsey Bus Co. for the city. 

All twelve buses were purchased 
with federal match grants under 
the Urban Mass Transportation 
Act. These grants provided 80 per- 
cent of total purchase cost. State 
General Funds and city funds paid 


the remaining 20 percent. 

The three Corvallis buses each 
cost $114,000, while the nine for 
Salem cost $136,000 each. Total 
cost was more than $1.5 million, 
said Victor Dodier, program mana- 
ger for the Public Transit Division. 
Public Transit provided match 
grants to Salem ($120,250) and Cor- 
vallis ($32,400) to assist in the pur- 
chase. 

‘Without state and federal aid, 
local transit systems would find it 
nearly impossible to purchase 
buses to meet their needs,’’ Dodier 
said. 

Public Transit Division provides 
state funding assistance to local 
transit operators and helps them to 
apply for federal aid. 


Nine new transit buses, like this one displayed outside the Transportation 
Building, have been added to Salem’s Cherriot fleet. The RTS I! buses are 
diesel powered, hold 35 passengers and have a hydraulic wheelchair lift, 
demonstrated by Miles King of the Bridge Design section. 
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Projections for ‘81: gas use will continue to drop 


By Doug Roberts 
Energy Information Officer 


Gasoline consumption in Ore- 
gon declined sharply during last 
November, with an 11.5 percent 
decrease compared with Novem- 
ber 1979, according to preliminary 
figures released by the Motor 
Vehicles Division. 

The decline marked the 20th 
consecutive month that gasoline 
consumption, when compared to 
the same month in the previous 
year, had decreased in Oregon. 

How long will this trend con- 
tinue and what are the projections 
for 1981? 

Those questions were posed to 
Linda Apple, economist for ODOT 
Policy and Planning. 

What are the projections for 
gasoline consumption in 1981? 


Suggestions 
win awards 


Oregon Bankable Ideas is not 
another new type of checking ac- 
count. It is a new program within 
state government to encourage 
employees to recommend more ef- 
ficient ways of operation, and to 
award those employees whose sug- 
gestions are implemented. 

Employee’s ideas are submitted 
to a five-member Employee Sug- 
gestion Awards Board for review. 

Suggestions which pass the 
board’s examination are sent to 
the agency they affect for cost 
evaluation . 

Employees are eligible to receive 
10 percent of the annual savings 
their suggestion brings the agency, 
after a three-month trial period. 
Management personnel will be 
awarded with artwork or other 
non-cash prizes. 

Ray Redburn, management anal- 
yst for the Executive Department, is 
the present coordinator of the pro- 
gram. He said net cash savings for 
the first six months, on suggestions 
already approved by the board, is 
in excess of $78,000. 

“The program is really starting to 


VIA 


A four to five percent decrease 
compared with 1980. 

What is this projection based on? 

An econometric model for pro- 
jecting gas tax revenue is used, 
known as the Highway User Reve- 
nue Model (HURM). The model re- 
flects economic conditions and 
changing fuel efficiency through 
seven input variables: population, 
disposable income, highway 
speed, unemployment rate, gas 
prices at the pump, the Portland 
Consumer Price Index (CPI), and 
the effective miles per gallon for 
the fleet. 

What factors have caused the de- 
cline in gas consumption? 

People driving less has played 
some part, but the biggest factors 
have been increased fuel efficiency 
for the fleet, and the way people 
are using their cars. 


Price is playing a bigger part than 
most people assumed it would. As 
the price has gone up, demand has 
dropped more than most econo- 
mists believed it would. 
What has caused 

the monthly 


fluctuations in gas consumption? 
The economy, recreational 

travel, weather, and employment 

patterns, such as farming and log- 


to improve job operations 
for state employees 


pay off,’ he said. ‘People are 
realizing they can get involved. It 
fits in the theory that everybody’s 
ideas have merit, not just manage- 
ment’s.”’ 


ODOT employees win 


Since the program started, the 
suggestions of three ODOT em- 
ployees have been accepted and 
implemented. 

Helga Boyd, an engineering 
technician 4 in Salem, suggested 
publishing a contract plan index in 
only one color instead of two. The 
number of copies of the index 
ordered each year is not known, so 
the total savings from Boyd's sug- 
gestion cannot be determined until 
the end of a full year’s trial period. 

Joyce Yates, a clerical specialist 
in the Motor Vehicles Division in 
Salem, suggested not sending out 
pre-stamped envelopes with 
notices about the impaired driver 
program. This is estimated to save 
DMV $1,200 a year. A check for 
$120 will reach Yates soon. 

The largest savings, and the 
largest cash award possible, can be 


he plaque in this 1920 ae commemorating construction of the 
Columbia River Highway, is embedded in the south abutment of the 
Bridge of the Gods in Cascade Locks. The highway was built from 
Biggs, in Eastern Oregon, to the Pacific Ocean--a distance of 215 
miles--linking Eastern and Western Oregon for the first time by 
“wagon road.’ On April 29, 1911, the road was formally declared a 
public highway, but shortly thereafter work ceased. Shell Rock Mo- 
untain, in Hood River County, seemed an impassable barrier until 
Simon Benson, a prominent Portland citizen, donated $10,000 in the 
fall of 1912. The money was used, along with prison labor, to build 
the road past this point. Parts of the highway still exist. 


credited to a suggestion by Ken 
Rountree, a highway maintenance 
supervisor C in Milwaukie. He sug- 
gested a faster, less expensive way 
to replace wooden bridge piling, 
estimated to save the Highway Di- 
vision $50,000 or more a year. 

Rountree is ineligible for the 
cash award, so he will receive some 
kind of major artwork. 


Portland drivers have mixed i 
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ging, all have an effect. 

What might disrupt the variables 
for the 1981 projections? : 

Population increases have been ~ 
more rapid than projected. A larger 
increase in the population than 
projected would bring about an in- 
crease in gas consumption. 

The CPI projections are for 10 
percent, so a more rapid inflation 
rate would change the economic 
conditions to decrease gas con- 
sumption. 

The unemployment rate is pro- 
jected for 7 percent, and an in- 
crease in that figure would mean a 
decrease in gas consumption. 

The pump price for regular gas is 
projected for an average of $1.44 
per gallon. Prices above or below 
that figure would have an impact. 

REMINDER. The Salem area 
ODOT carpool-matching bulletin 
board is located in the basement of 
the Transportation Building near — 
the elevator. The board is available 
for all those seeking riders or driv- 
ers for carpools. 
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DRIVE SMARTER TIP 
Get Off to a Good Start 


When starting your car, don’t 
pump the accelerator. You are just 
pushing gas into the carburetor that 
it can’t use. Try starting without 
touching the accelerator, or if neces- 
sary, depress it slightly and hold your 
foot steady. 
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reactions to ramp-metering flyers 


In its first few days of operation, 
ramp metering seemed a flashing 
symbol of confusion for Portland 
motorists on the five-mile stretch 
of 1-5 between the Broadway and 
Interstate bridges. 

To try and keep the confusion at 
a minimum, flyers detailing the 
ramp metering system were hand- 
ed to each car on every on-ramp 
during peak driving hours the day 
before the signals were turned on. 

The flyers were distributed by 
Region 1 Highway Division crew 
members, who acted like human 
meter signals as they stopped the 
cars and handed each driver a pam- 
phlet. 


More than one flyer 


Sheryl King, an engineering 
technician 1, said most of the peo- 
ple just grabbed the flyer and kept 
going. 

“Surprisingly, most people were 
polite,’ she said. ‘They said thank- 
you when they took it, not even 
knowing what it was.’ 

King said two to four people at 
each ramp alternated handing out 
the pamphlets. ‘We fed the cars 
through as fast as we could,” she 
said. 

There was a variety of reactions 
from the drivers, she said, from 
pleasant responses to mumblings 
under the breath at being held up. 

King noted that some drivers 
asked for more than one flyer. 
“Some bus drivers were taking fist- 
fulls and passing them out to the 
passengers,’ she said, ‘and car- 
pool and truck drivers usually took 
more than one.” 


Tom Traver, an engineering 
technician 1, said some cars would 
not stop to receive a flyer. ‘‘We just 
let them go through,” he said, ‘but 
most people seemed to be pretty 
good about it.” 

Earl Calhoun, a highway en- 
gineer 1, said he found the public 
to be generally cooperative. 

“A very small number of people 
made derogatory comments,” he _ 
said, ‘‘but most didn’t complain. | . 
got the impression they would read — 
the flyer and give the system a 
chance.’ 

Calhoun admitted havingasmall 
problem deciding how to give fly- 
ers to motorcyclists. ‘| had a cou- 
ple of guys ride away with them in 
their teeth,” he said. ‘’ The vast 
majority was very receptive. | 
didn’t see anybody throw them 
away.*’ 


Rail coupon sale 


The Great Rail Sale for coupons 
on the Willamette Valley train is 
on! 

According to Ed Immel, Wil- 
lamette Valley Rail project coor- 
dinator, coupons appearing in area 
newspapers the weekend of Feb. 8 
can be used for a round trip on the 
Amtrak train for the price of a one 
way fare plus $1. 

Immel said the coupons, good ~ 
anytime between Feb. 8 and April 
25, can be used for any station 
between Portland and Eugene. 

He stressed the coupons will not 
be good for stations north or east 
of Portland or south of Eugen 3 
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Hood River 
destroys area 


Crewman 


survives 
flood... 


It was 9 o’clock Christmas night 
Iles, a highway maintenance worker from Park- 
dale’s maintenance station, was on his last rock 
patrol run of the evening on Highway 35. 

Iles, 32, a former aircraft mechanic, had 
been hired only two weeks before. For lack of 
snow to plow, he had spent most of his time 
sanding and cleaning up mud and rock slides. 
Heavy rains Christmas day had caused rock 
problems on HWY35. 

“| was just going to make one more run and 
then get out of there,” Iles said, chuckling at 
the irony. 

He drove a heavy snowplow south along 
HW/Y35, noticing how high Hood River, which 
paralleled the highway, had risen within its 
banks. Unknown to Iles, farther south along the highway at Polallie 
Creek, forty feet of water had just burst through a built-up dam of 
rocks, sand and logs, and was roaring toward him. 

As Iles rounded a corner, the wall of water and debris slammed into 
the blade of his truck. Iles instantly hit the brakes and felt the truck being 
pulled to the left. He grabbed the radio to call for help as the raging 
water spun the 16-ton truck and pushed it off the highway into the side 
of a hill. 

The river continued to swirl past the truck, demolishing the highway 


3% 


Randy tles 


on which Iles had just been driving. As water seeped into the cab around 


his feet, Iles radioed the maintenance station to tell them of the washout 


and his situation. Then he jumped from the cab and scrambled up the — 


After the fury of the water passed, Iles went back down to the truck to 
radio again. He was unable to describe his exact location to the men at 
the maintenance station, so he made his way back up the hill, built a 
small fire, and waited. 

About 10 p.m., Bob Schertenleib, Parkdale section foreman, tried to 
drive out to Iles in a pickup truck and determine the extent of the 
washout. A foot of water still covered the highway, and after a few miles 
Schertenleib could go no farther--too much highway had been either 
destroyed or washed away. 

He went back to the maintenance station where a couple of the crew- 
men, familiar with the area from hunting, were setting out to find 
Iles. They made their way down from Cooper Spur Road, which 
parallels HWY35, and eventually reached Iles around 1 a.m. 

“| sure was glad to see their hap- 
py, smiling faces,” Iles recalled. ‘It 
was scary--| thought I’d be there all 
night. It was a good Christmas 
present to get out of there.” 

Considering the extent of damage 
to the area, Schertenleib said lles 
was lucky to have survived. 

Iles, who was back on the job the 
next day,admitted he wasn’t anxious 
to repeat the experience. “‘! think I'll 
wait a few years at least,’ he said, 
laughing. 
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MOLLYMAE BROWN, ADMIN. 
Accountant, Finance Branch 


| think it is definitely a good idea. 
We all need to be more aware of 
the needs of our body by exercis- 
ing and eating right. | think it will 
be well received by people. | 
would be interested in joining, de- 
pending on the times of the 
classes. 


FRED ERIKSEN, HWY 
Design Eng. Supv., Final Design Unit 


Sure, | think it’s a very good idea. 
Anything to reduce sick leave can 
be beneficial both to the organiza- 
tion and to the individual. I’ve 
thought about signing up for some 
classes, but I’m waiting for more 
information. 


JUANITA WOOD, DMV 
Secretary, Customer Serv. Center 


| don’t think it’s a good idea, be- 
cause employee sick leave is not 
being used for that purpose, it is 
being abused. If it were being used 
for the reasons it was intended for, 
then yes, these preventive meas- 
ures might help, but | don’t think it 
is. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
roving photographer. VIA’s 
editors frame the question 
of the month, and answers 
are edited only for length. 


CANDID COMMENTS 


DOROTHY RUGGLES, DMV 
Validation Supv., Operations 


It sounds like a good idea. It might 
help some people, those who 
really want to work at it. 


By 


JOANIE DRULINER, ADMIN. 
Admin. Asst., Travel Info. Section 


It sounds like a good idea based on 
the study done by the New York 
State Education Department cited 
in the January ‘VIA’ article. | 
would hope the Department would 
do a similar study to determine the 
program’s effectiveness. 


JOHN HOLLINGSWORTH, PARKS 
Engineering Supervisor, Eng. 

I think it is a good idea for the 

true cases when people call in 

for those reasons, but not when 

people call in just to get a day 

off, which | think happens. 


TAUNIE MURRAY, ADMIN. 
Admin. Asst., Personnel 


| think it is an excellent idea. It 
gives people an incentive to do 
things they normally wouldn’t do. | 
would definitely be interested in 


signing up. 


ODOT is establishing a ‘‘wellness program’ in Salem to help reduce 


employee sick leave through four different health classes. Do you think this 
is a good idea? 


PAT FALCONER, HWY 
Secretary, Proj. Mgmt. Branch 


I think it’s a good idea--anything to 
help people be on the job more. 
There is a lot of absenteeism 
around here, which puts an extra 
load on the rest of us. Probably 
some of the classes would benefit 
me, even though I’m never absent. 


: oe i 
CHARYL MAERZ, HWY 
Admin. Asst., Environment 


It’s definitely a good idea, I’m all 
for it. I’ve heard about this in other 
areas, mostly private employment, 
and they've proven it to be very 
effective. | think it would be a big 
help and it would be well used. | 
think a lot of people would be in- 
terested in it. 


BILL ALBRIGHT, HWY 
Manpower Mgmt. Coord., 
Construction 


| think anything that can reduce 
absenteeism is good. But | think 
after a person establishes a career 
with the state, they are less likely to 
take as much sick leave as some- 
one who is here more temporarily, | 
so dedicated and career employees 
don’t need the kind of incentive 
people on a more temporary basis 
might. The people it might attract 
aren’t necessarily the kind of peo- 
ple it would help the most. 
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up the ranks 


CONGRATULATIONS 


The following ODOT employees 
received promotions recently: 
Donald L. Anderson, Stores Clerk 
_ to Storekeeper 2, LaGrande. 

Harvey G. Argo, Highway 

Maintenance Supervisor (HMS) A 

to Highway Maintenance Office 
_ Manager, Roseburg. 

Judith Banegas, Secretary to Ad- 
ministrative Assistant (AA) 1, 
Salem. 

Wm. Lee Barnett, Right of Way 
Agent 2 to R/W Agent 3, LaGrande. 

Linda S. Bean, Key Punch 
Operator 1 to Key Punch Operator 
2, Salem. 

Lloyd F. Beutler, Highway 
Maintenance Worker (HMW) 2 to 
HMW 3, Government Camp. 

Billy G. Breshears, HMW 3 to 
Highway Maintenance Foreman 
(HMEF) 1, Grants Pass. 

Gordon Britton, HMW 2 to HMW 
3, Port Orford. 

Juanita Bryan, Clerical Specialist 
to AA 1, Salem. 

Roberta Calzacorta, HMW 2 to 
HMW 3, Jordan Valley. 

4 Gary B. Cate, HMW 2 to HMW 3, 

_ Parkdale. 

| Frederick L. Clemo, Senior 

_ Weighmaster, Portland, to Weigh- 

master Supervisor, Ashland. 
Emmet E. Culpepper, HMF 2 to 

.)HMS. G,, Klamath: Falls.2 34) aio 2” 
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q L. Dean, | 

eer (HE) 1 to HE 2, Salem. 

Victor J. Dodier, Business Mana- 

ger A to Program Executive B, 

b - Salem. 

x Delbert Dumire, HMW 2 to HMF 

2, Salem. 

Jerry Erickson, HMW 2, Salem, to 
HMF 1, Woodburn. 

Widney Evey, HMW 2, Banks, to 
HMW 3, Portland. ’ 

Willard D. Franklin, HMW 2, Sis- 
ters to HMW 4, Klamath Falls. 

% Susan Friesen, Motor Vehicle 
Rep. 1, Cedar Mills, to Motor Veh. 
Rep. 2, Burns. 

John C. Gander, HMW 3, Sisters, 
to HMF 1, Moro. 

Pedro L. Gonzalez, Accountant 1 
to Accountant 2, Salem. 

Ronald P. Hansen, HMW 2 to 
HMW 3, Milwaukie. 

Bruce O. Harrell, HMW 3, AIl- 

_ bany, to HMF 1, Drain. 

; Edgar F. Harriman, Electrician to 
Lead Electrician, Milwaukie. 


_| Remembering 


The following ODOT retirees 
passed away recently: 
_George A. Monroe died at his 
home in Chandler, Arizonia, Dec. 
1, 1980. He retired from the High- 
_ way Division in 1966 as a Highway 
_ Maintenance Foreman 1 in Bend. 
Daniel S. Barnes, 62, who retired 
Dec. 31, 1980, died Jan. 2, 1981 ina 
_ boating accident on the Santiam 
River. He was presumed drowned 
_ after his boat capsized. 
_ Barnes started with the depart- 
ment as a Materials Testing En- 
gineer 1 in 1955 in Salem. He work- 
25-and-a-half years before retir- 
a MTE 2. 
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Robert W. Hill, HMW 3 to HMF 1, 
Eugene. 

James W. Hoffman, HMW 4, to 
HMF 2, Klamath Falls. 

Wm. S. James, HMW 4, to HMF 2, 
Salem. 

Gerald E. Jaques, HMW 2 to 
HMW 3, Bend. 

David M. Johnson, HMW 2 to 
HMW 3, Grants Pass. 

Kelly Kathriner, Clerical Assistant 
to Clerical Specialist, Salem. 

Maureen Kurtz, Secretary to AA 
1, Salem. 

Walter F. Miller, HMW 3 to 
Maintenance Repair Worker 
(MRW) 2, Salem. 

Karla Owens, Secretary at Parks 
to AA 1 at Weighmasters, Salem. 

Daniel G. Pfenning, Weighmaster 
to Senior Weighmaster, Portland. 

Sheri Rankin, Clerical Specialist 
to Management Assistant B, Salem. 

Stanley Rising, HMW 2 to HMW 
3, Grants Pass. 

Guy Salser, HMW 2, Milwaukie, 
to HMF 1, Astoria. 

George Scheer, HMW 2 to HMW 
3, Parkdale. 

Robert H. Schmidt, Engineering 
Trainee to Engineering Technician 
(ET) 1, Portland. 

David Skinner, Clerical Assistant 
to Clerical Specialist, Salem. 

Wm. J. Stark, HMS B, Portland, to 


Eugene. > 


Richard L. Thomas, HMF 1 to 


HMS B, Newberg. 
 Freida Tilson, AA to AA 2, Salem. 
Lloyd F. Tolman, HMF 1 to HMS 
C, Detroit. 
Larry K. Warburton, HMW 2 to 
HMW 3, Ukiah. 
Thomas Warton, HMS C, North 
Bend, to HMS D, Davis Slough. 
Vernon H. Williams HMW 3, to 
HMEF 1, Richland. 
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Kelly Kathriner 


David Slanner 


Tom H. Woodward, HMW 2 to 
HMW 3, Portland. 

Wayne W. White, HMW 3 to HMF 
1, Jordan Valley. 

Robert W. Yates, HMW 2 to HMF 
1, Detroit. 

Richard E. Youmans, HMW 2 to 
HMW 3, Bend. 
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THE BAD NEW 1S 
THERE ISN'T ANY 

GOOD NEWS THAT 
ISN'T BAD / 
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Crews win 
SAIF awards 


Fourteen ODOT crews earned 
SAIF awards recently. They are: 

Crew 020-13, Portland Location 
Crew; 50,000 man-hours; Rob 
Cameron, supervisor. 

Crew 410-02, Armitage Park 
Crew; 50,000 man-hours; Rod Pol- 
ly, supervisor. 

Crew 131-00, Eugene Office 
Crew; 50,000 man-hours; Larry As- 
burry, supervisor. 

Crew 080-06, Salem Engineering 
Crew; 450,000 man-hours; Loren 
Weber, supervisor. 

Crew 105-01, Bend Shops Crew; 
200,000 man-hours; Roy Landis, 
supervisor. 

Crew 004-05, Roseburg Right of 
Way Crew; 150,000 man-hours; F. 
N. Flanagan, supervisor. 

Crew 132-90, North Bend Dis- 
trict 7 Drawbridge Crew; 200,000 
man-hours; Stanley Voit, super- 
visor. 

Crew 133-44, Grants Pass District 
8 Electrical Crew; 9 years; Karl 
Keen, supervisor. 

Crew 080-14, Salem Engineering 
Crew; 150,000 man-hours; Warren 
Mueller, supervisor. 

Crew 080-15, Albany Engineer- 
ing Crew; 50,000 man-hours; Jack 
Martin, supervisor. 

Crew 143-40, District Sign- 
Electrical Crew, three years; 
Ronald McMahill, supervisor. 

Crew 004-06, Bend Right of Way 
Crew; 200,000 man-hours; Harold 
Brainerd, supervisor. 

Crew 132-02, Davis Slough 
Crew; 100,000 man-hours; Thomas 
Wharton, supervisor. 


New Highway 
map available 


The 1981 edition of the Official 
Oregon Highway Map will be off 
the press early this month, accord- 
ing to the Travel Information Sec- 
tion. 

Published this year by the High- 
way Division and distributed by the 
Travel Information office, the map 
differs little from the 1980 version 
aside from the cover. The new cov- 
er picture features a southern Ore- 
gon waterfall--Vidae Falls in Crater 
Lake National Park. 

The most significant change in- 
volves the new routing of Highway 
7 from Baker to Austin Junction on 
U.S. Highway 26. The old ORE7 
route led from Baker over Dooley 
Mountain to its connection with 
US26, just north of Unity. 

The quantity of maps this year-- 
200,000--is the same as in recent 
years. Therefore, Travel Informa- 
tion officials expect demand for the 
map to remain heavy and are advis- 
ing that it be distributed upon re- 
quest only. 

Besides being available at region 
and district Highway Division of- 
fices, ODOT border information 
offices and Motor Vehicle Division 
field offices, the map can be ob- 
tained at chambers of commerce 
and other government visitor infor- 
mation centers throughout the 
state. 


3) an a, ee 


FEBRUARY 1981 


By Dennis Clarke 


When Carol Livie was a girl 
growing up in Alaska, she made 
more trips in a plane than in a car. 

Where should a person, ex- 
posed to flying at such an early age, 
wind up when seeking employ- 
ment? 

In aviation, of course--and that’s 
where she is now, as management 
assistant with the Aeronautics Divi- 
sion. 

Her family flew to vacation spots 
because there were no roads. ‘‘Fly- 
ing was a thrill then,“ she says, 
“and it still is.” 

Carol is not a pilot, but loves to 
fly, and wishes she could do more 
of it on the job. Occasionally she 
flies across the state to record testi- 
mony at public hearings, ‘“‘but not 
often enough,” she says. 

Carol is the office manager, and 
works closely with Paul Burket, di- 
vision administrator. 


Was promoted 


She started as a secretary with 
the State Board of Aeronautics, a 
separate 11-person agency, in 1970. 
Two years later it became a division 
of ODOT, and she was promoted 
to her current position. 

She likes to talk about the early 
years, when she was ‘‘working her 
way up.” 

Born, raised, and educated in 
Juneau, Alaska, she looked else- 
where to go to college, finally de- 
ciding on Oregon. 

Her first glimpse of the state was 
in 1954, when she enrolled at Lin- 
field College in McMinnville. 

The following summer she mar- 


ried John Livie, a former classmate 
at Juneau grade and high schools. 
“John wanted to go to college, and 
| liked Oregon, so we decided he 
should try Willamette (University, 
Salem), Carol says. 

“We both worked for a year, 
then moved to Salem. That was the 
beginning of busy, busy times,’ 
she says. 


Worked part-time 


Then came the children: first 
Debra, now 23, then Keith, now 22, 
then Cathy, now 20. ‘‘For some 
reason, | forgot about returning to 
college,“’ she says. “The important 
thing then was getting John 
through school and raising the 
family, although | worked part-time 
to help make ends meet.“ 

John graduated from Willamette 
University, and has been with the 
Pepsi Company in Salem for 20 
years. 

In 1969, Carol started working 
full-time with the Employment Di- 
vision, then transferred to 
Aeronautics the following year. 

Aviation grew rapidly during the 
70s, as did the division’s work load, 
she says. Peak periods are during 
pilot and aircraft registration time-- 
the first three months of each year- 
-and during legislative sessions. 

During the decade, the number 
of registered pilots increased from 
5,600 to 13,000, and the number of 
aircraft from 2,500 to 5,400. 


“We used to register and keep — 
track of pilots and aircraft ’by 


hand.’” Carol says, ‘‘but now we 
have access to ODOT computers.“ 

For example, in an instant, she 
says, she can learn how many pilots 


Carol Livie and Connie Schirman, secretary, look at a microfiche display of 


aircraft registration. 


or aircraft are registered in any gi- 
ven county. “No more laboring 
through the files.’ 

“During legislative sessions, my 
chief task is keeping division facts 
and figures in order for Mr. Bur- 
ket’s response to legislative 
requests, which come at any time, 
day or night,’’ she says. 

A small division, 18 employees, 
requires pretty close working rela- 
tions, Carol says. ‘‘It would be cor- 


‘Now that the family is raised, | suppose rt 
_to work but | enjoy it and the people 1 work with. has 
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nearby? How about cabins?, are ty- 
pical inquiries,’ she says. ‘Usually, 
| follow-up with a callora letter.” — 
Being a division of ODOT, she 
believes, has strengthened the 
aeronautics program in Oregon. 
“Having the support of ODOT, and 
its planners, economists, environ- 
mentalists, engineers, mainte- 
nance forces, and others, has really __ 
increased our capabilities and effi- 
ciency,” she says. eh 


could afford ne 


ny to say that we’re one big, happy 
family out here, but we do enjoy 
our working conditions and our 
quarters near the Salem airport. 

“It would be nice to be closer to 
the DOT building and the Capitol, 
but being near the airport is prob- 
ably more important. We adminis- 
ter the 37 state-owned airports, 
check aircraft and pilots around the 
state, and coordinate air search 
and rescue operations. All require 
our people to fly in and out of the 
Salem airport quite often. 

“And it’s so quiet out here,” she 
adds. “Il suppose we hear the 
planes, but we’re really not aware 
of it.’ 

One of Carol’s more enjoyable 
tasks is answering inquiries from 
tourists interested in flying their 
planes to Oregon’s recreational 
areas. ‘‘Is there an airport near a 
mountain lake where we can do 
some fishing? Is there a golf course 


On Carol’s office wall is a Cer- _ 
tified Professional Secretary Award | 
(CPS), a recognition she received 
in 1976 from the National Sec- 
retaries Association. That year, she 
was one of only 20 CPSs in Salem. 

Of Carol’s many interests and 
hobbies, sewing has been forem- 
ost since high school days, when 
she was tops in her class. “Sewing 
really helped the clothing situation 
during those busy years,” she says. 

“We also did a lot of camping 
while the kids were growing up.” 

Currently, she is active in the 
Order of Eastern Star, as is hus- 
band John and daughter Debra. 

“Now that the family is raised, | 
suppose | could afford not to work, 
but | enjoy it, and the people | 
work with. 

“| haven’t outlived the thrill of 
that first plane ride in Alaska. | re- 
live it each day | report for work. 
So, why change now?” 


Retirees let us know what's happening 


Still flying 


RALPH McGINNIS, 4726 Pullman 
N.E., Salem 97302. Retired, 
Aeronautics, 1979. 


It is said “a rolling stone gathers 
no moss,” and the old adage cer- 
tainly applies to Ralph McGinnis, 
retired chief pilot for Aeronautics. 

He has been “on the go” since 
he first got his pilot license at age 
16, and retirement hasn’t slowed 
him down. 


Still flying, he is shooting for his 

50th year in the air--one more to 
oO. 

; “But I’ve been doing something 

different,“ he said. ‘My wife, Ani- 

ta, and | have been travelling all 

over the country, but not always by 

air.“ 

He said a boat cruise to Alaska, 
an Amtrak train ride to lowa for 
Anita’s 45th high school reunion, 
an an automobile trip to Washing- 
ton to visit the grandkids were 
“nice ways to go--boy, can you ev- 


er see the scenery!” 

He’s involved in several pilot 
and aviation organizations, and has 
attended many get-togethers-- 
International Northwest Aviation 
Council, Oregon Pilots Associa- 
tion, Quiet Birdmen, Antique Air- 
craft Association, OX-5 Club, and 
the Independence Elks Club, to 
name a few. 

Keep on rollin’, Ralph. 


Editor’s note: Ralph said he 
worked nine years with Carol Livie, 
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featured in the above story, and 
“she was well-liked, respected, 
and one peach of a gal.” 


RETIREES: We are happy to 
hear from you about what you have 
been doing so it may be featured in 
this column. We encourage you to 


write or call and let us know any — 


activities, hobbies, trips or relaxing — 


pastimes you have been engaging 


in recently. We, and your fellow — 
retirees, are interested to kno 
“what's happening.” 


